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This invention relates to a vehicle and par-
ticularly pertains to a child’s vehicle com-
monly known as a “scooter.”

It 1s the principal object of the present in-

5 vention to provide an amusement device for

children of the type commonly known as a

“scooter” and which device will have a sub-

stantially all-resilient construction, whereby

an entirely new and novel effect will be ob-
10 tained in riding upon the vehicle, and pro-
pelling the same.

The present invention contemplates the
provision of a running gear upon which a
vertically resilient spring frame or bed is

15 mounted. This spring frame also carries a
resiliently mounted seat, a resilient steering
means, and a propelling member.

The invention 1s illustrated by way of ex-
ample in the accompanying drawings, in

20 which: :

Fig. 1 is a view in plan showing one form
of the present invention provided with a front
axle carrying two wheels and a rear axle hav-
ing one wheel centrally mounted thereon.

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation showing

the device of Fig. 1 and further indicating
by dotted lines s position of the seat when
the seat support has been flexed. ‘
. Fig. 8 is a view in plan showing another
30 form of the invention in which the running
gear consists of two axles each carrying two
wheels. ‘

Fig. 4 is a view in side elevation showing
the complete structure of the device in Fig.
3 and more particularly indicating by dotted
lines flexed positions of the seat and its sup-
port, as well as the frame.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view in
plan showing the foot rest and- indicating
‘by dotted lines the manner in which it may be
adjusted.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view in front ele-
vation shiowing the position of the foot rest on
the frame member. ' :

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view of
the forward end of the vehicle showing the
manner in which the seat support flexes and
the resilient fulerum member upon which said
support is mounted.

Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the vehicle
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shown in Figs. 1 and 2, this side elevation
showing the attachment of one form of pro-
pelling mechanism, _

Fig. 9 is a vertical section taken on line
IX—IX, Fig. 8. '

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 and
2 of the drawings, it will be seen that 10 in-
dicates a front axle upon which are mounted
wheels 11 and 12. The axle 10 is relatively
long as compared to the width of the re-

- mainder of the vehicle so that the widened

tread of the wheels will give the vehicle sta-
bility. The axle is mounted in the eye 13 of
a steering member 14. This steering member
extends horizontally and forwardly from the
axle 10 and curves upwardly in a goose-neck
shape to terminate 1n an eye 15. This eye
is a considerable distance above the level of
the axle 10.

The eye 15 carries a transversely and hori-
zontally extending steering bar 16, upon the
opposite ends of which suitable knobs 17 are
here shown, The steering bar 14 is of resil-
ient material, such as spring steel of rectan-
gular cross section and may be flexed under
certain conditions. The horizontal portion of
the steering bar 14 receives a king bolt 18
which passes downwardly through the bed
member 19 of the vehicle and pivots the steer-

ing bar 14 to the underneath side of the bed

in a manner to permit the axle 10 to be swung
in a horizontal plane and the vehicle thus

guided.

The bed member 19 as here shown is a
spring bar of relatively narrow width. The
rear terminating end of this bar is split and
forms a fork, the arms of which are indicated
at 20 and 21. These arms terminate in eyes
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29 to receive a rear axle 23. A wheel 24 is .

mounted upon the rear axle between the arms
of the fork. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the
bed member or bar 19 is bent upon itself at a
point forwardly of the front axle 10 and
forms a loop 25. The bar continues ipward-
ly and rearwardly to form a spring bar seat
support 26, upon which a suitable seat 27 is
mounted by a bolt 28 or other means.

By reference to Fig. 2 of the drawing, it
will thus be seen that the spring bar 26 and
its continuing portion 19 form a substantially
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U-shaped spring structure aligned in a ver-
tical plane. It will further be evident that
when weight is imposed upon the seat 27, the
bar 26 will flex along its length and at the
loop 25 to assume various positions, one of
which is indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2.
Referring to the structure of Figs. 3 to 6 in-
clusive, the vehicle is shown as comprising a
front axle 10 passing through eye 13 of a
looped resilient steering bar 14, at the loop
end of which a tongue 29 is pivotally mount-
ed for vertical swinging movement. This
tongue may be fitted with a knob 30 at its
end, as well as steering handles 31. The
steering bar 14 is mounted with its horizontal
end beneath the forward end of a resilient
frame or bed bar 32. A king bolt 18 passes
through the spring bar 14 as well as the bed
bar and permits the vehicle to be steered by
manipulation of the steering handle 29.
The bed bar 32 as shown in Fig. 4 is fitted at

its rear end with a bearing 33, through which -

a rear axle 34 extends. This rear axle is sub-
stantially the same length as the front axle
10 and is fitted with a pair-of wheels 35 at its
outer ends, It will thus be evident that the
structure shown in Fig. 3 is not liable to tip
sideways and throw the occupant therefrom.

Secured to the forward end of the bed bar
32 is a spring seat bar 86. This seat bar is
looped so that it has a portion secured to the
upper face of the bed bar by the king bolt 18
and a bolt 37. The main portion of the seat
bar extends upwardly and rearwardly at an
angle to the horizontal and carries the seat
27 at its free end. The seat bar 36 is bent
upon itself to form a loop 38 and mounted
within this loop is & resilient fulerum mem-
ber 89. The fulcrum member is semi-circu-
lar in formation extending longitudinally of
the bed bar 32, being secured at its forward
end within the loop 38 by the king bolt 18 and
at its rearmost end against the rear of the
spring bar 36 by the bolt 87.

It will be evident that as weight is im-
posed upon the seat bar 86 to cause it to be
flexed and downwardly pressed, the bar 36
will bend down upon the arcuate horizontal
face of the fulcrum member 89 and will bear
upon this face with progressive contact as
the bar flexes. This fulcrum member thus
prevents undue strain being imposed upon the
bar at its loop, which might result in'the
breakage of the bar, and also adds yieldable
resistance to the flexing of the bar; as the
weight imposed unon the seat is eradually dis-
posed upon the arcuate surface of the ful-
crum member.

Another feature of convenience in the pres-
ent structure is the provision of a foot rest
40 which is secured by a bolt 41 upon the ful-
crum member 39. This bolt passes through
a hole in the center of the foot rest and also
through a slot 42 extending longitudinally of
the fulcrum member so that the foot rest may
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be moved forwardly or rearwardly to be-
come adjusted to the length of the legs of the
person who intends to occupy the vehicle.
Mounted over the rear axle of the vehicle and
secured to the bed bar, as shown in Figs. 3
and 4, is a platform, upon which a person
may stand while coasting, if desired.

In operation of either form of the inven-
tion or any modifications thereof, it will be
evident that the entire vehicle structure will
have a spring-board effect, since the manner in
which the seat is supported will not alone
cause a buoyant sensation to be given the
rider, but the bed bar isalso resilient, so that
in riding over irregularities the device proves
to be an amusing vehicle for chldren.

In operation, the device may be used as a
simple “scooter”, in which case the occupant
merely stands on the bed member with one
foot, pushing with the other to produce loco-
motionand guide with the steering means pro-
vided. After the vehicle has attained a suit-
able speed, the rider may then sit down upon
the spring supported seat, place his feet on the
foot rest 40 or the axle 10 and then coast.

It will thus be seen that the device here dis-
closed, while simple and economical in its
construction, will afford an amusing and
serviceable vehicle for children.

In some instances it is desired to provide
a propelling mechanism whereby forward
motion may be imparted to the spring vehicle.
Such a propelling mechanism 1s illustrated
in Figs. 8 and 9, and the propelling mecha-
nism may be attached either to the structure
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shown in Figs. 1 and 2 or the other structures -

illustrated. The propelling mechanism em-
ployed in the present instances consists of a
bracket member or clip 50 which is secured to
the spring bar 26 just forward of the seat 27,

Pivotally mounted to this bracket or clip as
at 51 is a pusher bar as shown, on the lower
end of which is mounted a rubber pad or foot
52,

The pusher bar consists of two downward-
ly extending leg members 53 and 54. The up-
per ends of these bars are pivoted on the bolt
51 and they are then spread out as indicated
at 55 and separated so as to clear the bed

member 19. The lower ends of the pusher

bars 53 and 54 are connected as shown at 56
and this connection serves as a support or at-
tachment for the foot member 52, this being
preferably constructed of rubber so as to pre-
vent slippage. '

The propelling mechanism operates as fol-
lows: When the seat 27 and the spring bar 26
are unsprung as shown by full lines in Fig.
8 the pusher bars, together with the foot 52,
will assume the full line position, but when
the spring bar and seat 22 are depressed as
indicated by dotted lines, the pusher bars 53
and 54 swing about the pivot 51 and assume
the dotted line position shown at 60. The
rubber foot engages the sidewalk or ground
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surface over which the “scooter” is traveling
and as such pushes it forward each time the
seat and spring bar are depressed.

While I have shown the preferred form of
my invention as now known to me, it is to be
understood that various changes may be made
in its construction without departing from
the spirit of the invention as defined in the
appended claims. ' :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is: '

1. A child’s vehicle of the class described
comprising a running gear having front and
rear axles, a bed for said vehicle comprising
a vertically yielding resilient bar mounted at
its opposite ends on said axles, a yieldable
seat support carried by the forward end of
said bar and supporting a seat above the bed
for vertical springing movement, a seat car-
ried thereupon, and a resilient steering bar
carried by the bed for steering the vehicle.

2. A child’s vehicle of the class described
comprising a running gear consisting of front
and rear axles, a vertically resilient bar
forming the bed of the vehicle and mounted
upon said running gear, a resilient seat sup-
port secured at the forward end of said bar
and being bent to form a loop in a vertical
plane, a seat carried upon the free end of said
support, steering means connected with the
front end and mounted adjacent the loop of
the seat structure, and a fulerum block dis-
posed in the loop formed between the bed bar
and the seat supporting portions of the struc-
ture and against which said seat support
rests as it flexes.

3. A child’s vehicle comprising a substan-
tially horizontal resilient body bar upon

~which a person may stand, front and rear

axles supporting the opposite ends of said
body bar, steering means connected with the
front axle and extending thereabove, a spring
seat bar extending upwardly and rearwardly
from a point adjacent to the front axle, a seat

mounted upon the rear free end of said bar, -

and a standing platform secured to the body
bar over the rear axle.

4. An amusement device comprising a re-
silient body bar capable of flexing vertically,
supports for said body bar adjacent the oppo-
site ends thereof, a resilient seat support con-
nected to one end of said bar and disposed
thereover in the same vertical plane, where-

» by flexure of the bar will produce vertical

movement of the seat support, said seat sup-
port being bent back upon and over the body
bar, a fulerum block carried by the body bar
and disposed adjacent to the point of connec-
tion with the seat support whereby the seat
support will flex against the fulecrum block,
and a seat mounted upon the free end of said
supporting bar,

5. An amusement device comprising a re-
silient body bar capable of flexing vertically,
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supports for said body bar adjacent the op-
posite ends thereof, a resilient seat support
connected to one end of said bar and dis-
posed thereover in the same vertical plane,
whereby flexure of the bar will produce ver-
tical movement of the seat support, said seat

support being bent back upon and over the-

body bar, a vertically resilient fulerum block
carried by the body bar and disposed ad-
jacent to the point of connection with the
seat support whereby the seat support will
flex against the fulerum block, and a seat
mounted upon the free end of said support-
ing bar. . .

6. An amusement device comprising a ver-
tically resilient bar, pivotal supports for
the opposite ends thereof whereby said bar
may flex vertically between said supports, a
seat support formed as a continuation of said
resilient bar and bent over upon the bar to
form a loop beyond one of the bar supports
and to extend rearwardly over the bar in sub-
stantially the same vertical plane therewith,
and a resilient semicircular fulerum block se-
cured to the bar and positioned within the
loop formed between the bar and the seat sup-
port whereby said seat support will flex
against and along the curved face of said
fulcrum member as it flexes.

7. An amusement device comprising a ver-
tically resilient bar, pivotal supports for the
opposite ends thereof whereby said bar may
flex vertically between said supports, a seat
support formed as a continuation of said re-
silient bar and bent over upon the bar to form
a loop beyond one of the bar supports and to
extend rearwardly over the bar in substan-
tially the same vertical plane therewith, a
resilient semicircular fulerum block secured
to the bar and positioned within the loop
formed between the bar and the seat support
whereby said seat support will flex against
and along the curved face of said fulcrum
member as it flexes, and a running gear car-
ried by said pivotal supports.

8. An amusement device comprising a ver-

‘tically resilient bar, pivotal supports for the

opposite ends thereof whereby said bar may
flex vertically between said supports, a seat
support formed as a continuation of said re-
silient bar and bent over upon the bar to form
a loop beyond one of the bar supports and to
extend rearwardly over the bar in substan-
tially the same vertical plane therewith, a re-
silient semicircular fulecrum block secured to
the bar and positioned within the loop formed
between the bar and the seat support whereby
said seat support will flex against and along
the curved face of said fulcrum member as
it flexes, a running gear carried by said piv-
otal supports, and means extending above
one end of the structure for steering the run-
ning gear.,

9. amusement device comprising a ver-
tically resilient bar, pivotal supports for the
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opposite ends thereof whereby said bar-may
flex vertically between said supports, a seat
support formed as a continuation of- said

. resilient bar and bent. over upon the bar to
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form a loop beyond one of the bar supports
and to extend rearwardly over the bar in sub-
stantially the same vertical plane therewith,
a resilient semicircular fulerum block secured
to the bar and positioned within the loop
formed between the bar and the seat support

“whereby said seat support will flex against

and along the curved face of said fulerum
member as it flexes, a running gear carried
by said pivotal supports, means extending
agove one end of the structure for steerin
the running gear, and a platform secure
upon the opposite end of the bar and upon
which a person might stand. '

10. A spring coaster vehicle having a single
U-shaped spring member, a seat on the end
of a leg of said member, a rear wheel on the-
end of the other leg, and a steering wheel
support pivotally connected to the forward
end of the U-shaped spring member.

11. A spring coaster vehicle comprising a
single U-shaped spring member having a
relatively long upper leg, and a seat on the
free end of said upper leg disposed vertically
above the rear portion of the vehicle. -

ROLLIE B. FAGEOL.



